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House of Representatives
The House met at 2 p.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COBLE).
f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 2, 1998.

I hereby designate the Honorable HOWARD
COBLE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, Reverend James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

For all the gifts of life this day, it is
for thanks that we would pray. For
spirits strong and hearts aglow, an at-
titude of thanks to grow.

It is with gratitude we speak. It is
with minds and spirits so meek. Of all
the trials from which we copy, it is for
life and faith we hope.

Without such gifts we would despair,
life would flounder, not be fair. So
when we speak our words to You, may
You, O God, be ever true.

With love and joy we see Your light,
in which creation has delight, may we
and all Your people here, find thankful-
ness and daily cheer. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from California (Mr. COX)

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COX of California led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate having pro-
ceeded to reconsider the bill (H.R. 2631)
‘‘An Act disapproving the cancellations
transmitted by the President on Octo-
ber 6, 1997, regarding Public Law 105–
45.’’, returned by the President of the
United States with his objections, to
the House, in which it originated, and
passed by the House on reconsideration
of the same, it was resolved, that the
said bill pass, two-thirds of the Sen-
ators having voted in the affirmative.

The message also announced that the
Senate disagrees to the amendment of
the House to the bill (S. 1150) ‘‘An Act
to ensure that federally funded agricul-
tural research, extension, and edu-
cation address high-priority concerns
with national or multistate signifi-
cance, to reform, extend, and eliminate
certain agricultural research programs,
and for other purposes,’’ agrees to a
conference asked by the House on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses
thereon, and appoints Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. HARKIN,
and Mr. LEAHY, to be the conferees on
the part of the Senate.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 105–83, the
Chair announces on behalf of the Ma-

jority Leader, his appointment of the
following Senators to serve as members
of the National Council on the Arts—
the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SES-
SIONS), and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. COLLINS).

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 105–134, the
Chair announces on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, his appointment of the
following individuals to serve as mem-
bers of the Amtrak Reform Council—
Gilbert E. Carmichael, of Mississippi,
Joseph Vranich, of Pennsylvania, and
Paul M. Weyrich, of Virginia.

f

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR JOHN
C. STENNIS CENTER FOR PUBLIC
SERVICE TRAINING AND DEVEL-
OPMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, and pursuant to the provi-
sions of Section 114(b) of Public Law
100–458 (2 U.S.C. 1103), the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Member of the House to
the Board of Trustees for the John C.
Stennis Center for Public Service
Training and Development to fill the
existing vacancy thereon, the term to
expire on September 27, 1999:

Mr. PICKERING of Mississippi.
There was no objection.

f

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
THOMAS F. RILEY

(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, one of our Nation’s great lead-
ers, one of our California leaders will
be laid to rest at Arlington National
Cemetery. He is a dedicated public
servant and a gentleman.
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Brigadier General Thomas F. Riley

passed away in Orange County on Feb-
ruary 19, 1998. He was known to mil-
lions of us affectionately as just the
General. Tom Riley embodied every
virtue that we seek in our public serv-
ice.

He was born just 2 days after the 4th
of July in 1912 in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia. He received his training as an
engineer at Virginia Military Institute.
And he went on to serve his country for
just one year short of 30 years in the
United States Marine Corps.

He worked for another decade in the
aerospace industry. Before 1974, Presi-
dent Reagan appointed him to fill out
the remaining term of supervisor on
the Orange County Board of Super-
visors. He served for 30 years, nearly 30
years on the Orange County Board of
Supervisors, where he was its chair-
man. In those years when he was not
its chairman, he was always its most
important person. He was reelected five
times, always by large margins, to pre-
side over what he always called the
fabulous 5th District.

General Riley served his community
in many ways, not the least of which
was his service to his church. He was a
Catholic, and he was a member of the
Knights of Malta and the Order of the
Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem.

He was always eager to assist. One of
his favorite charities was the Sisters of
the Sacred Heart. General Riley helped
establish a fashion show known as the
Gentleman’s Haberdashery, an event
that has become a beloved tradition in
Orange County.

He was never alone in his efforts. His
community was always anxious to
serve him and to help him in his serv-
ice. But most of all at his side for so
long, for over 50 years, nearly 60 years,
was his wife Emma Jane, who is with
us today. She stood with him shoulder
to shoulder in all of the hard work, and
all the victories, and all the triumphs
that he has achieved during a long life.

I know that I speak for all of us in
Orange County when I say that our
hearts and prayers are with you and
your family in this time of your grief.
But we must remember that, just as
General Riley was not alone in this
life, neither will he be in the next.

When he is laid to rest later today in
Arlington National Cemetery, he will
join the company of other American
heroes whose watchwords were always
duty, honor, and country. General Tom
Riley was one of our heroes in Califor-
nia, and we will never forget him.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. ROMERO-
BARCELÓ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
f

WHITHER THE BUDGET SURPLUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. RIGGS) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to address my colleagues on where I see
our country going. I see a country
where children come first and where in-
tegrity and virtue are honored, indeed,
they are recognized and rewarded in
American life and to the extent pos-
sible through our official government
policies; an America where values and
character still matter and where the
American dream is still real and within
reach for those who strive to achieve
and succeed.

I believe I speak for most of my col-
leagues when I say that I want an
America where Americans have more
personal safety, more financial oppor-
tunity and security and more independ-
ence and freedom, and that the best
way to do that is by lowering taxes,
putting an end to judicial activism on
the Federal bench, reforming and im-
proving our education system, raising
our education standards in this coun-
try, and demanding real results from
our schools and holding our schools ac-
countable for the performance of their
pupils. I also believe that we need to
strengthen families and communities
in America and that, lastly, we need to
restore fairness and morality in Amer-
ican life. So it is those goals and it is
that vision that I would like to address
today.

I want to begin, though, my remarks
under this special order by admitting
that I never thought that I would see
the day before my House service where
I would be able to take to the House
floor and talk about a balanced Federal
budget, that I would be able to partici-
pate in a debate about the Federal Gov-
ernment actually generating an annual
budget surplus as opposed to an annual
budget deficit like the deficits that we
have run back here in Washington for
over a decade. This is all brand new,
this whole debate about surplus poli-
tics.

Let me first of all, while admitting
that balancing the budget and generat-
ing a budget surplus presents a new
challenge for those of us in positions of
elected decision-making responsibility
here in Washington, I will just again
admit the obvious, what I think most

Americans would certainly recognize in
their daily lives and in their homes and
in their businesses: that we ought not
spend the budget surplus before we ac-
tually have it in hand. That would be
too much like business as usual in
Washington. It would be, I think, con-
tinuing the very dubious and question-
able budget practices of smoke and
mirrors.

So let us say for a moment that we
are still a ways away from the Federal
Government and the Federal budget ac-
tually generating a budget surplus.
However, this idea, this age of surplus
politics does present a very new chal-
lenge for us and as the party, the Re-
publican Party, the governing majority
party in the Congress, the party of less
government and less taxes, we are
looking for ways to allow families to
keep more of what they earn so that
they can decide themselves how best to
spend it. It is a very simple, fundamen-
tal principle of Republicanism. That is
the Republican way.

So as we enter this debate in this
new age of surplus politics, we want to
make sure that those who earn the
money are able to keep more of what
they earn and that whenever possible,
while fulfilling the primary and fun-
damental responsibilities of the Fed-
eral Government, we return more
money from Washington to the people
who earn it rather than recycle it
through the bureaucracy here and then
attempt to find various ways to spend
it. The Republican way is again to
allow families to keep more of what
they earn so that they can decide how
best to use that to meet the needs of
their family.

The President and congressional
Democrats, though, seem to be hostile
to that idea. We have been able to, in
a way, force the President and force
congressional Democrats to go along
with the idea of reducing taxes, and we
were actually able to pass through this
body and get enacted into law with the
President’s signature a tax cut. But it
is clear, particularly if you hear the
President’s comments today talking
about tax simplification, the idea of
moving the country in the direction of
a simpler, fairer, flatter Tax Code and
tax system, perhaps a single rate of
taxation, where we hear the President
criticizing that as reckless, then we
know that the President continues to
resist our efforts to help families and
to help our economy.

b 1415

So, we are now going to be debating
here over the next few weeks and
months an annual budget resolution.
This would be, if you will, the budget
blueprint for the Federal Government
for the 1998 Federal fiscal year, and as
we enter that debate, I believe we
ought to be guided by several basic
principles.

First of all, the best way to save So-
cial Security is to make sure that we
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